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WELCOME TO THE FOURTEENTH EDITION 
A particular welcome this month to those families who have moved into 

our villages in the last few months, we hope you are all settling in and 

we look forward to being a bit more hospitable and community-minded 

as soon as we can.  Meanwhile, if you have any questions about the 

villages and services etc., you’ll probably find the two village community 

pages on Facebook the quickest source of information. If you don’t do 

social media, you’re welcome to email ‘The Pelhams’, and we also 

hope to have a telephone contact shortly. More on this next month. 

Very best wishes also to all those residents who have unfortunately 

contracted the virus and are in the process of recovering - we hope this 

is both rapid and complete. 

Keep safe! 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover photo 

This photo of cheery customers at The Star in Furneux Pelham was 

taken in 1953. At that time, The Star also sold ‘Eldorado’ brand ice 

creams through a window at the end of the building nearer to the road - 

to the evident enjoyment of Roland and Cecil Webb, perhaps given a 

treat while their fathers enjoy a Rayment’s beer. The Star also had a 

moment of fame in 1964 when it featured in an episode of the TV 

detective drama ‘Gideon’s Way’, in which Brick Cottage, almost 

opposite, was portrayed as a police station, complete with (temporary) 

police light above the front doorway. If you recognise any of the 

drinkers, please let us know. 

 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

Although the village hall has to remain closed during the current lockdown, 

there will be some activity there over the next few weeks. Repair and 

maintenance work is being carried out on the roof and gutters and the central 

heating boiler will be serviced early in February. We are all looking forward to 

opening the hall again..... 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall Trustees  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Rudolph Drawing Competition 

Thank you to everyone who entered the drawing competition before 

Christmas. 

There were so many wonderful pictures it was very enjoyable to look 

through them all. 

As it was so difficult, in the end I asked Rudolph to help me choose. 

And the winners were: 

1st place Beatrice aged 5 from The Street, Furneux Pelham. She won a 

Elf making craft kit. We loved the red hat and the glitter 

2nd place Grace aged 7 from Whitebarns, Furneux Pelham. She won a 

Lindt Teddy Bear. We really thought the antlers and the snow were 

very clever. 

3rd place Abigaile aged 6 from The Old Common, Furneux Pelham. 

She won a Cadburys selection box. We thought Rudolphs brown body 

and red nose were wonderful. 

All the runners up received a Cadbury Reindeer chocolate as a 

consolation prize. 

You all need to get thinking for the Easter drawing competition, details 

will be in the March edition of the magazine. 

Love Santa and Rudolph xx 

 

 

  

1st place 

2nd place 

3rd place 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
Key points from the last virtual meeting on Thursday 14th January 2021 
were: 

• vacancy still exists for a Councillor on the Parish Council. If 
you’re interested, please contact the Chair or Clerk for further 
information/forms; 

• progressing the “drive safe scheme” for Barleycroft End has 
been delayed until May due to COVID; 

• proposals to improve the road by the Brookside development 
are being considered; 

• a local support network is being developed; 

• a County led parish electric vehicle charging community hub 
project is investigating putting charging points in Parish Council 
owned car parks; 

• current financial position noted and financial plans for 2021/22 
and beyond were approved – the precept remains at £4,000 for 
the next financial year; 

• a donation of £500 was made towards topping up the bark in 
the Village Playground; and 

• no crimes were reported to the police for the last two months of 
2020 but it was noted locally that there had been an increase in 
dog thefts so everyone was reminded to be vigilant. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 4th March 
2021 at 7 pm via Zoom. Remember - meetings are open to all village 
residents. Further information is available on the Parish Council 
website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 

 

COVID vaccine scams 
 
Remember the NHS will: 
 

 NEVER ask for payment - all vaccines are FREE; 
 NEVER ask for your Bank details; 
 NEVER arrive unannounced at your home to administer 

the vaccine; or 

 NEVER ask you to prove your identity by sending copies 
of personal documents.  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Looking forward 
Another lockdown oh what a bore!! 

not as relaxing as it was before, 

sitting in gardens a walk in the park, 

hours of sunshine before it got dark. 

But when this is over we will see 

our village as it used to be, 

the pop-up pub, tea and cake on the green, 

arranged by Jane and her volunteer team. 

Cricket club dinners will come back once more 

3 course meals and you find out the score, 

so much to look forward to when this is over 

we will once again be living in clover.   

New people have come some never meet them, 

our dear old Cock Inn would have happily greet them, 

but this lovely old village will once again thrive, 

The church doors will open to welcome inside. 

We could all get together, 

a quiz would be great, with a lovely hot supper 

served on a plate. 

These happy events will soon come back, 

when our Stocking Pelham gets back on track. 

Margaret Palmer 

  



 

6 

Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

In the light of the current lockdown and the situation we find ourselves in 
regarding the Pandemic, all Sunday and weekday worship services have been 
suspended. This doesn't mean no church but it does mean church in a 
different way! Every week we continue to meet, virtually, via zoom for 
services. 

Here is the schedule of weekly services: 
Sunday Morning Worship 10.30 am 
Wednesdays – Informal Morning Prayer 9.30 am 
Sunday children’s worship – please contact the Rector for details. 

Additionally, we can email or post Sunday Morning Worship information 
which includes a reading, prayers, a reflection, links to music to listen to and 
church news.  If you wish to receive this or the ID number and password for 
joining services on Zoom, please contact the office: emails only as closed 
(churchoffice@braughing.org.uk)   

For families and children - MUDDY CHURCH NEW YEAR TRAIL in the Furneux 
Pelham churchyard. Something to do with your children …  follow the trail in 
the churchyard (available from 1st February). There are 4 posters to find 
which give things to think about, collect and make. Please bear in mind that 
the ground in the churchyard is uneven and not a place for running about in 
but for careful walking. Have fun! Remember Covid rules – perhaps do for 
your exercise as a family. 

If you would like prayer for yourself or any one you know, or would just like a 
chat, please contact the Rector, Rev’d Julie. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823531 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or find more information on the website “A Church 
Near You”. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530)  

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Charity Christmas Tree Collection 

On Sunday 3rd of January Ashdon and Saffron Walden Young Farmers 

held their annual charity Christmas Tree Collection, which this year was 

in aid of Children’s Liver Disease and Beat Eating 

Disorders.  

600 trees were collected from Saffron Walden and 

Newport as well as surrounding villages from 

Elsenham and Clavering, to The Pelhams, Albury & 

Manuden 

We managed to raise a fantastic £5,500 for our charities, this is a 

record achievement for the club and a fantastic success for us. We 

would like to thank everyone for their kind 

donations which will be massively appreciated 

by the two charities who have really struggled 

the last year to raise funds due to the COVID-19 

crisis. we were able to recycle many of them to 

the farm at Saffron Walden County high school where the goats are 

thoroughly enjoying them! 

Stay safe and well during this lockdown, 

Lucy Hitchcock, Club Chairman & everyone at Ashdon 

and Saffron Walden YFC.  

 

 

The Tap 

Our wonderful pub, our community hub, 

Is branching again and now doing Grub. 

Lasagne, fish pie, curries too 

Delicious, home cooked and frozen for you 

Then there’s sticky toffee pudding ….. 

A dream come true! 
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council  

A brief summary of the SPPC zoom meeting on December 17th follows. 

A full copy can be seen on the Parish Council website once signed, 

agreed and uploaded. 

The meeting was attended by all Cllrs: Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, 

Andy Brown (Vice Chair) Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and 

Paul Lucas plus Parish Clerk Riikka Berthoud. 

Under the Chairman’s update, there was a brief discussion regarding 

the number of electric vehicle charging points in the County and the 

fact that East Herts is looking to increase them and was there a need in 

Stocking Pelham? 

At the Village Hall, the Pre-school closed a week early due to Covid. On 

a good note, the switching on of the Christmas lights, which was 

broadcast live on Facebook, was a big success despite the fact that no 

one was allowed to attend due to Covid restrictions: only one resident 

disagreed with the arrangements. Thank you to organisers Mike 

Hutchins, Bridget Hitchcock, Daniel Horn & The Featherstone’s. 

Cllrs Balaam and Brown have made great progress on the Playground 

project with Clarion Housing ready to be involved by way of a grant and 

supplying labour to help. A quote for equipment has been applied for 

to Sovereign Play Equipment plus SP residents will be encouraged to 

help clear the site by a ‘Volunteer Work Party’ (Subject to Covid rules.) 

Cllr Balaam was approached by a resident who wished to set up a 

Village What’s App group which was considered a good idea, but the 

initiative will be up to the individual and, though supportive, the Parish 

Council will not get involved in the mechanics of setting up. 

Cllr Brown reported a kissing gate behind Stocking Farm has been fixed 

plus a log blocking Footpath 7 was removed by himself and Mrs Brown. 

On Highways, Cllr Horn advised East Herts of potholes in SP - some 

have been filled in & others rejected due to the current circumstances 

– and also that the illuminated speed sign has been fixed.  
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On Planning, Cllr Lucas reported that the appeal against the refusal of 

permission for nine houses at the Oaks had been dismissed. The 

Inspector noted that the business currently being run at the site was 

not operating within the scope of its licence with many cars 

present/stored there. Neighbours have expressed concern at the 

nature of the business. 

The application to discharge obligations within the Section 106 

agreement on The Cock Inn was allowed however this does not affect 

the current planning or asset of community value status on the 

building. 

The Parish Council would like to thank Mr David Bailey for his generous 

donation of just under £500.00 towards mower repairs. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

Chicken Keeping 
At six years old I took over the responsibility of looking after my elder sister’s 

hens (by this point she was more interested in boys!) and I’m so glad I did 

because fast forward 22 years and I now run Bury Green Poultry, which is just 

down the road from Furneux Pelham. 

I specialise in many colours of Pekin bantams (the small teapot shaped birds 

with feathered feet), Light Sussex chickens and rainbow egg layers (a mix of 

breeds that produce eggs ranging in colour from blue, green, olive, pink, 

white, chocolate brown, pale brown with speckles, grey, the list goes on!). 

So, why keep chickens? Keeping chickens is such a positive experience which 

can be very rewarding if you look after them well and stick to a good 

husbandry   routine. There’s nothing better than having your own fresh eggs -

you’re not going   to pick up warm eggs from the supermarket, that’s for sure! 

Your hens’ eggs will be rich in flavour and boast fiery orange yolks, unlike the 

commercially produced eggs which come from hens that are fed a 

homogenous diet. 

 Ethical eggs: it’s always nice to know where your food comes from and 

know that the animals are treated well and are happy. 

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/


 

10 

 Environmentally sustainable pets: billions of pounds’ worth of food is 

wasted every year, chickens are omnivores and therefore eat a wide 

variety of foods so they can help reduce the amount of food sent to 

landfills - your kitchen scraps no longer need to go in the bin! Chickens 

can also help reduce carbon emissions, think about the journey of your 

hens’ eggs to your kitchen and compare it to the journey of commercial 

eggs which have to be transported via several vehicles before reaching 

your house… 

 Gardening: poo! Never have faeces been so valuable! Of all animal 

manures, that from chickens is highest in potassium, nitrogen and 

phosphorus - therefore it’s the perfect organic fertiliser for your garden, 

your plants will have never looked so good! Having chickens is also a 

great way of maintaining your garden (in some areas!). They will remove 

weeds and can easily turn over your compost heap and also your 

vegetable garden at the end of the growing season. They love to eat 

insects too, so can act as a good alternative to using chemical sprays (save 

the bees). 

 Children: keeping chickens is a great way to entice children to go outside 

and have a break from their technological devices. What could be better 

for them than fresh air and making fluffy friends?! It’s always fun 

collecting the eggs too - it never gets tiresome, trust me! 

 Low-maintenance pets: they don’t require much of your time and keep 

themselves occupied. The key things are to make sure they have food and 

fresh water and are safe from predators, if you don’t want the hassle of 

locking your birds up at night and letting them out in the morning then 

you can easily buy an automatic door opener. 

During the first lockdown I created a private community on Instagram for 

chicken keepers and/or for anyone who wishes to know more about the ins 

and outs of keeping poultry and what’s required. Multiple content is 

uploaded every week and I host a live Q&A every week too, so you can ask 

any questions you may have (all the live videos are saved so they can be 

viewed whenever, wherever). If you’d like to join the Bury Green Poultry 

Community or want more info, please go to my website: 

www.burygreenpoultry.co.uk/community  

I look forward to seeing you over there!  

Claudia Audley  

http://www.burygreenpoultry.co.uk/community
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Steam engines 
In 1919, John Patten opened a business at Little Hadham with a fleet of steam 

engines, providing ploughing and threshing services to farmers across an 

extensive part of East Hertfordshire and West Essex. Two photos show one of 

these engines at the entrance to Patient End Farm, Furneux Pelham in about 

1959, together with the hut that workers would stay in overnight, saving time 

and money travelling back and forward to their depot at Hall Farm, Little 

Hadham.  The other three images show the final sale of John Patten’s fleet 

(after his death in 1960) and the last team of his workers. 
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A Short History of Tithes 
A tithe is a one tenth of something paid as a tax. The tithe payable stayed 

with the land as it was bought and sold. Tithes in England are first recorded 

in 786 by a decree made by the Kings of Mercia and Northumberland.  

The right to receive tithes was granted to churches and monasteries in 855 

by King Ethelwulf. Payments in kind were allowed with an agreement to 

support the parish church and its clergy. Lands were re-assessed in 1188 

and tithes finally given legal force in 1285 by the Statute of Westminster. 

Tithes were split into categories: 

i) All things arising from the ground - crops, grain, wood, 
vegetables and so on. (Called Predial) 

ii) All things nourished by the ground - young of sheep, cattle and 
included animal products such as milk, eggs and wool. 

iii) The produce of man’s labour for example from mills and fishing 

Generally under the first heading were the great tithes which were paid to 

the rector, the other or small tithes were paid to the vicar. This could of 

course, as now in the parish of Furneux Pelham, be the same person. Tithe 

barns were built to store the proceeds. 

The dissolution of the monasteries by Henry V111 between 1536 and 1541 

transferred some but not all tithes into private ownership. However, the 

rector and vicar continued to receive their tithes. 

Over time in many places the tithes were insufficient to maintain a rector 

and vicar.  Queen Anne’s administration passed a law creating a bounty in 

1704. This was a tax by the state to pay for suffering priests in poorer 

parishes. In Furneux Pelham the Rector, Reverend Charles Wheatley 

received funds from this bounty and he still received tithes. 

A record of a dispute between him and a farmer over tithes follows: 

On 4th May 1742 Rev. Charles Wheatley visited a farmer to claim his tithe 
of 7 lambs. Normally a cash payment was agreed. They clearly could not 
agree as in Wheatley’s ledger is the following notation. “The farmer has 75 
lambs he offered me 3 shillings a piece for my 7, I refused. I returned with 
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Mr Calvert and took 1 Ram, 5 Ewes and 1 lamb in lieu of the tithe. I also 
took 1 lame infirm lamb”.  

It would appear the Lord of the Manor, in this case Mr Calvert, was the 
arbitrator or rule of law decider. 

The Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 replaced tithes with a rent payable. 

Because of the massive expansion of buildings, both domestic and industrial 

the records of land ownership were in disarray, so the old Tithe Files were 

used to decide land ownership. 

This commission also had to ascertain whether the tithes were commuted 

as many local records showed disagreements. Fields were given reference 

numbers where tithes were still payable. There were rare cases of the land 

owner being the priest and so had to pay the tithes to himself. 

There was an amendment to the 1836 Act in 1860 because of the land 

ownership changes discovered during the commission’s work. During this 

time the commission produced about 11,000 maps. However, only 1,900 

maps were ever signed off and sealed as correct or accurate. 

There continued to be discrepancies on payments and the end of the Tithe 

and Queen Anne’s Bounty Acts came in 1936 with the Tithe Rent Charge 

Act.  

However, there are still anomalies today. Fields in the parish of Furneux 
Pelham, where tithes were not commuted leave the current owners (they 
are aware of their commitment) responsible for 10% of the upkeep of the 
chancel (i.e. the part of the church with the altar) in St. Mary the Virgin. The 
other 90% is the responsibility of the Church Commissioners, an 
organisation that evolved from the Queen Anne Bounty. 

This is a brief summary of tithes and all this took place over thirteen 

hundred years. It encompasses the Anglo-Saxons; the Norman invasion; 

Henry V111 and England ceasing to be a Roman Catholic country and shows 

how life changed for villagers and how land ownership changed from the 

few to the many and yet the remnants of tithes are still causing problems 

today. 

Furneux Pelham History Group with thanks to Malcolm Ewen 
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Ready, steady, census  

The decennial census is almost upon us. 

Households across the Pelhams will soon be asked to take part in the 

nationwide survey of housing and the population. It has been carried out every 

decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. 

Information from the digital-first census will help decide how services are 

planned and funded in your local area. This could mean things like doctors’ 

surgeries, housing or new bus routes. 

Households will receive a letter with a unique 

access code in the post, allowing them to 

complete their questionnaire online. Paper 

questionnaires will be available on request. 

Census day is March 21. 

For more information, visit www.census.gov.uk. 

 

Volunteering at Addenbrooke’s 

Almost ten years ago I was treated for Prostate Cancer at Addenbrookes and 

like many of my Volunteer colleagues I decided that I would like to “Put 

something Back’ to try to repay in a small way the great treatment I received. I 

first volunteered in the hospital as a Guide, a role that is extremely rewarding. 

As anyone who has been to Addenbrookes will know it is a very large and 

confusing place, particularly for people who have not been before. The guides 

are often the first point of contact. People arriving often are stressed and 

worried. They may have had a difficult journey, be late and not knowing what 

to expect. The team of experienced and sympathetic volunteers are very often 

able not only help them get to their clinic but also offer some calming support. 

It is extremely gratifying to be able to help people and particularly when 

patients make the effort to come and thank you after their appointments and 

even give the odd kiss on the cheek.  

If you are ever at Addenbrookes and need help look out for the mature Men 

and Women in Red polo shirts. 

After a couple of years as a volunteer in the hospital I also became a volunteer 

with Addenbrookes Charitable Trust or ACT as it is known. My role with the 

trust is as a Community Ambassador, again a very enjoyable and rewarding 

role. Not only are we involved in events that are organised by Act such as the 

Dragon Boat Race and The Rudolph Run but also supporting events 

organised by individuals and groups to raise funds for the charity.  

Because I am allegedly a golfer, I usually am asked to support these events 

and on the odd occasion to play, embarrassingly winning on one time, but 
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mostly in other roles such as starter, driving the refreshment buggy, giving out 

prizes and generally helping to make things run smoothly. 

We also have the pleasure of meeting many people who have raised money 

for the charity in many imaginative ways. I have received cheques from 

families who have raised money as a thanks for the treatment a family 

member may have received. I once had the pleasure receiving a cheque from 

the Little Hallingbury Flower Arranging group at their Christmas meeting, I 

didn’t feel outnumbered at all being the only male amongst fifty plus charming 

ladies. I have given talks to Rotary clubs about the charity and the History of 

the Hospital. A particular treat was being invited to talk to the Cambridge 

Rotary who Meet at Queens College.  

My most recent involvement was in December 2019 as judge at Saffron 

Walden High Schools Strictly Come Dancing competition. This is held annually 

to raise money for charity and in 2019 ACT was chosen as one of the 

beneficiaries on the recommendation of one of the pupils. This was without 

doubt one of the most fun things I have done. The Teachers threw themselves 

into the competition with great enthusiasm and no little dancing skill, supported 

by 500 plus cheering students. Fantastic atmosphere, great fun and a 

substantial amount raised ACT. As I said to the team at ACT I would readily 

have paid to attend. 

I hope that gives a flavour of volunteering both in the hospital and with ACT 

and I would like to highlight some of the things that ACT have supported and 

achieved during the past difficult year: 

• raised £1.2 million in the first six weeks of the first Lockdown 

specifically to support the hospital staff and patients during what was 

and is a very difficult period; 

• providing Well Being Rooms for the Addenbrookes and Rosie Hospital 

staff; 

• delivering Care Boxes of morale boosting treats such as fruit, flowers 

and hand cream to staff; 

• providing Christmas Hampers; 

• purchasing iPads so that critically ill and isolated patients can contact 

their families; 

• on going psychological support to staff; 

• grants to staff who have been impacted finically by the coronavirus 

crisis ; and 

• on top of this, raising, in total, £5.6 million to support a whole range of 

other needs in the hospital. 

If anyone would like to talk to me about volunteering at Addenbrookes please 

contact me via the magazine. 

Chris Stead 
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Unalloyed joy is ever present this month is it not?    February, particularly 

during the latest lockdown, has to be a trial to even the most stout hearted 

optimist, such as my good self. 

However I am not going to whinge about this month, but will embrace it with 

joyful spirit and open arms because it is of course the month of St Valentine, 

when all we can think about is LOVE. 

The Husband and I feel a little long in the tooth to be sending each other 

anonymous, sentimental cards, expressing everlasting love for one another.   

Surely we’ve done enough years together not to have to do that any more.    

But a little token of love never goes amiss, so I am currently working on the 

best way of doing this.   We could just crack open a nice bottle of something 

and toast each other’s health, but maybe as the 14th is a special day, we 

should do something that we don’t otherwise do every day. 

So in the interests of sobriety and affection, I have decided to explore the 

language of flowers, otherwise known as floriography, 

and am hopeful of putting together a nosegay of 

meaningful blooms that spell out a message, which would 

surely delight the Husband’s heart.   They did it all the 

time in the nineteenth century, so it can’t be that tricky. 

Let’s start with seasonal plants.       What about a posy of 

snowdrops (hope), crocus (cheerfulness) and maybe 

some daffodils (oh dear, unrequited love) and even worse 

aconites (beware).  

This is harder than I thought.    I know, hellebores are coming into their own 

(oh no, scandal).   But hooray, it’ll soon be time for primroses (can’t live 

without you) and wallflowers (fidelity in adversity).   I might just leave out 

chickweed (I cling to thee) and substitute with a four leafed clover (be mine). 

Or maybe it would just be better to abandon the posy idea and go for a single 

bloom meaning something like you’re not a bad old stick…can’t find a plant 

that actually means that, but the Husband is always fond of a good broad 

bean. 
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And I can make life easy for him by being a bit directive as to what would be 

appropriate for the Potting Shed Correspondent.   Of course, it has to be a 

white camellia (you’re adorable, perfect loveliness). 

There, nailed it! 

Have a great Valentine’s Day. 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

 

RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS AND 

BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

It’s still open! 

The Salvation Army recycling bin in the Parish 

Council car park is still open during this lockdown. 

Please put items in a bag and deposit in the bin. These 

are sorted into items suitable for sale in their UK 

charity shops, shipped overseas for sale or sold in bulk 

for recycling. Using the bank is a convenient way to increase the useful life 

of your unwanted items, minimise material going to landfill, and also 

produces a cash sum for spending on community projects in the village.  

MESSAGE FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM…….. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this magazine, 

please email copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the  

15th of the month. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about what’s 

been going on, with or without photos.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right to 

adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to be 

inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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An Italian Adventure 
Many people have asked us how we found our second home in Tuscany.  It 

has been nearly 20 years since we decided to look for a property in Italy.  We 

had been taking advantage of cheap flights from Stansted to various Italian 

destinations and had fallen in love with Italy and discovering so many 

different areas of this beautiful country.  We decided to focus on a few areas 

in the north and central Italy.  Without much help via the Internet, which was 

in its infancy in Italy, we located some estate agents in our selected areas and 

spent a three-week holiday specifically looking at houses.  It was quite an 

adventure in itself.  We saw all sorts of properties, many of them in need of 

renovation.  One disastrous house viewing ended with me falling through the 

floor of a strange second floor room into an agricultural store room on the 

ground floor below, narrowly missing dangerous looking farm machinery on 

the way.  Needless to say, we gave that property a miss!   

Our plan was to find a two-bedroom house with character but no land and 

within an hour’s drive from an airport.  We probably looked at 50 properties, 

many in beautiful areas of the countryside, but nothing felt right.   One estate 

agent based in the pretty spa town of Bagni di Lucca in northern Tuscany took 

us out for a day looking at random properties in the beautiful villages nestled 

in this mountainous area called the Garfagnana.  We pondered over a small 

farmhouse with breath-taking views but in huge need of renovation, we 

thought hard about rebuilding a mill which was falling down, and pictured 

ourselves in a remote stone-built house where the only access from a road 

was a long walk along a steep grassy path - over which a brown snake 

slithered right in front of me which as you can imagine freaked me out!  (Of 

course, I am now a dab hand at snakes, but that was the early days of our 

Italian history!)  On the last few days of our trip, we found another estate 

agent in Lucca whose director was English.  This was a bit of luck because she 

invited us to her office and went through every potential property on their 

books.  We identified a barn which could be converted in a village near Bagni 

di Lucca which we already decided was a good area as it was more authentic 

and less touristy than the more well-known areas of Tuscany.  She took us to 

see the barn which did indeed have potential, but needed everything doing to 

it.  Whilst admiring the stunning view, the estate agent casually mentioned 

that there was another house being sold by the same owners at the end of 
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the track but she said it was a rather plain house.  We went to have a look at 

it anyway and it was indeed big and very plain with the outside painted bright 

yellow.  The rooms were all huge but there were no rustic features which we 

had seen in other houses and there was that awful terrazzo marble flooring 

everywhere (which has no doubt come back into fashion in recent years).   

The house was empty and had not been lived in for 30 years.  There was a 

huge terrace all around the property and the panorama took our breath 

away, set on a promontory from the village with views down to Bagni di Lucca 

and the Lima valley and up to Mount Prato Fiorito, and surrounded by green 

forested mountains dotted with medieval hamlets.   We fell in love with the 

location and decided to buy this three-storey property with (it turned out) 34 

acres of land including an olive grove, a meadow, woods and streams.  Don’t 

ask me how that happened but it did, and we went back to England so 

excited.    

We returned to sign contracts a few weeks later (which is another story in 

itself!) and the daughter of the seller of our new property kindly offered to 

assist us with translations with potential builders.  She knew very little about 

the history of the house as it was part of a farm estate which her late father 

had owned.  She spoke perfect English and this turned out to be the start of a 

friendship which continues to this day, and over the years has included me 

being a witness at her marriage and her daughter being a bridesmaid at our 

daughter’s wedding.    

The builders took one look at the house and declared that it must be an old 

farmhouse.  They knocked off parts of the external render and internal 

plaster and exposed huge chestnut beams, terracotta ceilings, rock walls and 

fireplaces all of which had been covered up during a time of gentrifying rustic 

farm houses.  We later discovered the house to be 250 years old.  We now 

knew that we had to take the house back to its origins and restore it fully.  

Planning permissions took ages with Italian bureaucracy but we finally got 

started with builders on site.  We would go over every few months to catch 

up on progress and pay bills.  John is a quantity surveyor so the building 

works (demolishing floors, taking out windows, installing central heating and 

electrics, replacing a rotten ceiling and replacing part of the roof…) did not 

faze him too much but the cost was escalating alarmingly.  The more we got 

into the restoration project, the harder it was to stop, so we were committed 
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to getting it done which took 18 months.  We had an Italian geometra 

overseeing the works who spoke very little English, so I was having to learn 

Italian as fast as I could!  (I went on to get Italian GCSE and A level, and am 

still studying Italian.)   

Finally, we were able to move into La Dioma (which is what we called the 

house, taken from the name for this part of the village).  Furniture arrived (or 

didn’t arrive more like it!) from various shops and we could start to call it 

home.  The next project was to install a swimming pool and sunbathing 

terrace in the perfect location in the middle of the meadow below the house.  

I can still remember the first time I swam in my own pool surrounded by 

stunning views and swallows flying overhead!   

It seemed a good idea to rent the house initially to friends and family as we 

could only spend a few weeks of the year there, both working full time at the 

time.  We also put the house on a holiday rental website where we were 

virtually the only property in our area – how things have changed as property 

rentals have become so popular.   Over the years, many people of all 

nationalities have stayed at La Dioma.   We have always had lovely feedback 

from our guests and we are delighted that they have enjoyed our little corner 

of Tuscany as much as we do.  The house is great for a group of guests with 

six double bedrooms, five bathrooms, inside and outside eating areas, a 

swimming pool and lots of land to explore.   

The destination is important but the journey is often what you remember.  

The whole experience has been a wonderful adventure from the start.  It has 

created a parallel life for us with many Italian friends, neighbours and 

acquaintances, who often do not speak English, but who are incredibly kind, 

good humoured and hard working.  We feel completely integrated into our 

village and always feel welcome.  It has given us an insight into another 

culture and a way of life which may seem simpler but is so rich in terms of 

family, friends, good food and wine, the dramatic changes in seasons, and the 

fascinating traditions.  Probably more important than anything is that our two 

children and our two grandchildren adore spending time at La Dioma and 

have also fallen in love with Italy.   

Patricia Gray  
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WEATHER REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2020 

Another month has gone by and the weather people kept telling us that the 

second half of the month has been colder than average for the time of year, 

but according to my records it does not seem that cold, although I am sure 

we all found it so. About half the nights fell below freezing. 

I don’t keep records of the amounts of sunshine, but I think it has been rather 

cloudy, but it is lovely when the sun does shine. 

There has been quite a lot of rain, a total of 95.6mm which is almost exactly 

the same as December in 2012 and 2002, both of which are the maximum 

that I have recorded for December since 1990. I think that the state of the 

roads and the amount of water lying in the fields bears witness to the high 

level of rain. We are lucky not to have had flooding. 

Janet Birch  

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and reasoning 

alone – no maths involved!  
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Word search 

Words can run side to side, up and down, diagonally AND backwards!  
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January 2021 puzzle answers 

 

 

The remaining letters in 
the word search spell 
GRANDDAUGHTER 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

Our area has a good number of so-called “Hertfordshire puddingstones”. I 

am not convinced that Hertfordshire has any real justification for claiming 

the puddingstone because examples can be found on both sides of the 

Essex / Hertfordshire county boundary.  I recently acquired a copy of 

“Puddingstone Walks in Essex”, a neat little book that describes walking 

routes which in total pass more than twenty puddingstones or groups of 

puddingstones in the Essex part of the Hundred Parishes. 

A puddingstone is a conglomerate of many small, rounded and colourful 

pebbles that appear to have been cemented together. Geologists explain 

that they were formed around 50 million years ago and were deposited in 

this area by a retreating glacier, possibly only 10,000 years ago at the end 

of the last Ice Age.  

Some puddingstones lay where they were deposited, whilst others have 

been moved to more convenient locations and sometimes put to good 

use. Brent Pelham and Arkesden have incorporated them into their war 

memorials. Others are visible in Arkesden in the stream of Wicken Water 

beside the bridge.  

Stones have been used as building material within walls in Much Hadham 

and Wendens Ambo, in Great Hallingbury’s church tower and in St Helen’s 

Chapel at Wicken Bonhunt.  
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One in Standon is proudly displayed, whilst a large puddingstone in 

Newport seems to have been unceremoniously abandoned beside the 

approach road to the station. Others stand in Tilty churchyard, by the 

pump at Ugley Green, in Saffron Walden Museum’s grounds, by the Shell 

House in Hatfield Forest and beside the Yew Tree pub in Manuden. 

No doubt there are many more – I would be pleased to hear of any that I 

have missed – please email me at hundredparishes@btinternet.com, if 

possible with a photo. Will we find more in Hertfordshire or Essex? 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

Editor’s note – puddingstones in Furneux Pelham 

There are at least six puddingstones in Furneux Pelham – this one at the 

corner of the Brewery Tap, another on East End Green and four in private 

gardens in East End, Whitebarns, near the church and at Tinkers. The latest of 

these was found in a stream as recently as 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

mailto:hundredparishes@btinternet.com
http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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